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Attorney Docket No. 03-11680 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Applicant hereby responds to the Office Action mailed by the Patent Office on 
October 1, 2004. In the Office Action, the Examiner required restriction to either 
claim 1 through 21 or claims 22 through 27. Applicant hereby cancels claims 1 
through 21 prior to any examination thereof for the sole purpose of pressing forward 
with the prosecution of this application and without prejudice to any future or 
concurrent patent application that may address identical or similar such subject matter 
or its relationship to the present pending patent claims. Applicant also cancels claim 22 
similarly without prejudice, incorporating such claim language into claim 23. Claims 
23 through 27 and new claims 28 through 32 therefore remain for examination in this 
application. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected elected claims 22 through 27, taking 
the position that these claims are anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 2,752,060, issued to 
W. N. Martin, and/or U.S. Patent No. 2,312,513, issued to G. C. Wilson. In 
response, Applicant participated in a telephone interview with the Patent Examiner on 
December 15, 2004 to discuss claims 22 and 23 in view of the Martin and Wilson 
references. In the interview, the Applicant proposed to clarify that the term 
"proximate" in original claim 22 was intended to mean "closer to the distal end of the 
top than the threads of the top" and that submitted that this was not disclosed or taught 
in the prior art. Applicant also proposed to clarify in the preamble that the method was 
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for first temporarily connecting and/or thereafter alternatively securely tightening the 
top onto the container. 

The Patent Examiner agreed that this additional limitation sounded like 
Applicant was on the right track, but that he could not commit to any conclusion until 
he read the actual proposed amendment in view of the prior art. Patent Examiner 
therefore recommended that the Applicant formally submit the amendment for 
examination. Accordingly, Applicant hereby submits claims 23 through 25 as amended 
herein, original claim 26 and 27, and new claims 28 through 32 for examination. New 
claims 28 through 32 are hereby submitted as indicated by Applicant in the interview 
with a concern toward future litigation rather than to overcome any particular teachings 
of the prior art. 

Claims 23 through 32 therefore remain for examination in this application. No 
new matter has been introduced by these amendments. Having responded to each of 
the Examiner's concerns, Applicant asserts that the application is now in condition for 
immediate allowance and solicits such action. If a telephone interview will advance the 
allowance of the application, enabling an Examiner's amendment or other meaningful 
discussion of the case, Applicant requests the Examiner contact Applicant's 
representative at the number listed below. 
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It is not believed that any additional fees are due; however, in the event any 
additional fees are due, the Applicant requests that the Examiner immediately contact 
Applicant to determine an appropriate means of timely submitting all remaining 
necessary fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



December 2004 




Los Angeles, California 90066 



Tel: (310) 451-0647 
Fax: (310) 394-4477 



f:\application 03-12470 kc\response to office action.doc 
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CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being 
attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the 
date shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in an enveloped addressed 
as follows: 




Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



on December ji , 2004. 



Kelly W7< 



Cunni 




Date 



